We hope to see you all at the 2026 symposium in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. But now, it is time to look ahead three years and start planning for the International Carotenoid Symposium in 2029! The Council is looking for proposals to host this meeting. If you have a location/organizing team in mind, please see the details below and submit it to the Council for consideration. The organization of an ICS Symposium is a wonderful and rewarding experience.
Host Site sought for the 2029 International Symposium on Carotenoids!!
The ICS Council is now accepting proposals from well-established carotenoid scientists who are interested in hosting the 2029 International Symposium on Carotenoids. The applicants are encouraged to notify the Society of their intent to submit a proposal, or discuss further aspects of the process, by email to Loredana Quadro, ICS President-elect, at lquadro@sebs.rutgers.edu at the earliest possible time. The following information will then be required as a part of the final proposal (Final Deadline: April 1, 2026):
1) Provide the proposed location in the city, such as a university or convention center where you plan to hold the conference; also provide photographs and capacity and number of the auditoriums and associated facilities.
2) Briefly, describe why hosting the Symposium at your location would benefit the International Carotenoid Society. Give a brief background on your experience in organizing or co-organizing past conferences.
3) Include a list of hotels and their approximate rates for the time of the Symposium (date may be proposed by organizers to fit with local seasons, events, and variation in rates). We would especially like you to identify close, low-cost arrangements for students and young investigators.
4) Provide names of the carotenoid researchers in your country who could assist you in hosting this conference, please include their area of expertise; this could include a list of those willing to serve as the local organizing committee.
5) Provide details of the social events and the program for the accompanying persons that you plan to offer; excursions, etc. 
6) Prepare the estimated costs for organizing the conference; this should include the scientific program, the social events, and other related costs. Because with today’s changing economy it is difficult to predict the costs in 2029, an estimate based on current rates will be satisfactory. Many venues require advance payment(s), if that is the case be sure to include this and the anticipated amount of the advance payment. If possible include an expected registration cost for participants.
7) Provide any potential sources of funding and sponsorship by various organizations in your city/country that wish to sponsor the symposium; Tourism boards, municipalities, etc. The selected site organizing team will obtain a list of past industrial sponsors from the ICS Council.
8) If you plan to offer any pre- or post-conference activities such as social events and/or a scientific mini-symposium, provide a brief description of these activities. A pre-Symposium half-day mini-symposium for young investigators and students has been a regular component during the past two Symposia.
The deadline for submitting proposals is April 1st, 2026. The ICS Council will carefully examine all submissions and select the top three candidates to present their proposals to the ICS Council at the 20th International Carotenoid Symposium in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, June 14-19th 2026. Those who are invited to present their proposal to the Council will be doing so as a PowerPoint presentation.  Examples of past presentations and PowerPoints are available upon request. The host for the 2029 International Symposium on Carotenoids will be announced to the general membership at the conclusion of the 2026 International Symposium on Carotenoids to be held June 14-19th 2026 in Palma de Mallorca, Spain.
We are very much looking forward to receiving your timely reply. 

Sincerely,
Loredana Quadro, President-elect
Kevin Gellenbeck, President
International Carotenoid Society

